
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
INDUSTRIAL LIGHT &  MAGIC RECEIVES ACADEMY 
AWARD FOR DEAD MANÕS CHEST EFFECTS WORK 

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest adds to bounty having already collected 
the BAFTA and six Visual Effects Society Awards  

  
SAN FRANCISCO – February 26, 2007 – Last evening at the 79th Annual Academy 
Awards® Industrial Light & Magic (ILM), a Lucasfilm Ltd. company, received its 
fifteenth Oscar® for Best Achievement in Visual Effects. ILM Visual Effects Supervisor, 
John Knoll, and Animation Supervisor, Hal Hickel, were each honored for their 
groundbreaking work on Gore Verbinski’s Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest. 
 
Knoll, who has four Oscar nominations to his credit noted, “I’ve always felt that being 
nominated for an Academy Award is a tremendous honor. With effects-driven films 
becoming increasingly more sophisticated with each passing year, it makes receiving the 
Oscar this time around that much more special. That said, this is truly a team effort and 
the ILM crew is a very special group that deserves every bit of the recognition this award 
brings with it.” 
 
”It’s been a while since we’ve been able to bring one of this golden guys back to the 
studio,” added Hickel, “I couldn’t be more proud of the work that our team put into this 
film. It’s the perfect example of technology and creativity coming together to further the 
art of cinematic storytelling, and at the end of the day that’s what we all strive to do.”  
 
Working in an increasingly competitive industry, ILM once again dominated the visual 
effects category, snagging two of the three nominations. The company has consistently 
pushed the creative envelope with fourteen nominations in as many years. In all ILM has 
garnered twenty-three Oscar nominations, and now fifteen statuettes. This is the first 
Oscar to baptize the new campus in San Francisco’s historic Presidio. 
 
Chrissie England, President of ILM explained, “In my mind, there is no question that this 
film raises the bar for every film to come from this point forward; so to receive this 
recognition validates the tireless effort that the entire team put into making every shot a 
work of art. It gives me great pleasure to come to work each day and collaborate with 
such talented individuals.” 

(more) 
 
 
 



 
Earlier this month, the ILM team reaped a pirate’s bounty as Knoll and Hickel took home 
the British Academy of Film and Television Arts Award (BAFTA) for visual effects in 
addition to the team sweeping all six major visual effects driven film categories in the 
annual Visual Effects Society Awards.  
 
ILM is currently in production on Pirates of the Caribbean: World’s End, Transformers, 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Evan Almighty, and The Spiderwick 
Chronicles. 
 
 
About Industr ial L ight &  Magic 
Industrial Light & Magic is a Lucasfilm Ltd. company serving the digital needs of the 
entertainment industry for visual effects. ILM has been awarded 15 Academy Awards® 
for Best Visual Effects and received 19 Scientific and Technical Achievement Awards. 
 
About Lucasfilm 
Lucasfilm Ltd. is one of the world's leading film and entertainment companies. Founded 
by George Lucas in 1971, it is a privately held, fully integrated entertainment company.  
In addition to its motion picture and television production operations, the company's 
global activities include Industrial Light & Magic, serving the digital needs of the 
entertainment industry for visual effects; LucasArts, a leading developer and publisher of 
interactive entertainment software for video game console systems and PC; as well as 
Lucas Licensing, which manages the global merchandising activities for Lucasfilm's 
entertainment properties. Additionally, Lucas Online creates Internet-based content for 
Lucasfilm's entertainment properties and businesses. Lucasfilm's motion picture 
productions include five of the 20 biggest box-office hits of all time and have received 19 
Oscars® and 57 Academy Award nominations®. Lucasfilm's television projects have won 
12 Emmy Awards. Lucasfilm Ltd. is headquartered in San Francisco, California. 
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For detailed information on the effects work on Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest, Please visit www.ilm.com/theshow 


