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INDUSTRIAL LIGHT &  MAGIC SWEEPS HONORS AT  
6th ANNUAL VES AWARDS 

Pirates of the Caribbean: At WorldÕs End and Transformers honored with six awards. Company 
receives its 20th Sci-Tech Award from Academy. 

  
  
SAN FRANCISCO Ð February 11, 2008 Ð At the 6th annual Visual Effects Society Awards held 
last evening at the Kodak Grand Ballroom in Los Angeles Industrial Light & Magic (ILM), a 
Lucasfilm Ltd. company, kicked off the 2008 awards season by winning six of the feature film 
categories, including top honors. The winning entries were split between Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s End (2 Wins) and Transformers (4 wins). The evening capped off with 
legendary ILM Visual Effects Supervisor Dennis Muren, presenting Steven Spielberg, the 
societyÕs highest honor, the VES Lifetime Achievement Award. Muren himself had received the 
lifetime achievement award in 2007. 
  
ÒIÕm incredibly proud of the work that our team has been doing recently and it is an honor to be 
acknowledged by both the VES and the Academy,Ó said Chrissie England, President of ILM. 
ÒOur artists and technical team continue to push the craft to new heights, creating ever more 
realistic effects and itÕs terrific to be recognized by our peers in this way.Ó 
 
John Knoll, ILMÕs Visual Effects Supervisor who led the Pirates team noted, ÒOnce again I am 
honored by the awards that our work on this latest Pirates film has received. This film posed a 
unique set of challenges and incorporated some of the most difficult simulation work weÕve ever 
attempted.Ó 
 
ÒOur crew is thrilled that the Transformers work was so well received,Ó said Scott Farrar, ILM 
Visual Effects Supervisor on Transformers. ÒThe advancements that were made in lighting and 
rendering coupled with the new techniques we developed to control the complex animation that 
the show demanded are a testament to the ingenuity and artistic talent of those involved. I 
couldnÕt be more pleased.Ó 
 

(more) 
 
 



The companyÕs work on Transformers took top honors netting four of the sought after statuettes 
in the following categories: 
 
Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects Driven Motion Picture  
Scott Farrar, Shari Hanson, Russell Earl, Scott Benza 
 
Best Single Visual Effect of the Year (Desert Highway Sequence) 
Scott Farrar, Shari Hanson, Shawn Kelly, Michael Jamieson 
 
Outstanding Models or Miniatures in a Motion Picture  
Dave Fogler, Ron Woodall, Alex Jaeger, Brian Gernand 
 
Outstanding Compositing in a Motion Picture 
Pat Tubach, Beth DÕAmato, Todd Vaziri, Mike Conte 
 
 
ILMÕs work on Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End received two VES awards in the 
following categories:  
 
Outstanding Animated Character in a Live Action Motion Picture (Davy Jones) 
Hal Hickel, Marc Chu, Jakub Pistecky, Maia Kayser 
 
Outstanding Created Environment in a Live Action Motion Picture 
Frank Losasso Petterson, Paul Sharpe, Joakim Arnesson, David Meny 
 
Additionally, ILMÕs innovative water system received a Scientific & Technical Achievement 
Award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences at a separate ceremony held 
Saturday evening at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel. The Award, for the ILM Fluid Simulation 
System System, marked the 20th time the company has been recognized by the Sci-Tech branch 
of the Academy.  Only Kodak holds as many Sci-Techs. ILMÕs Nick Rasmussen, Frank Losasso 
Petterson and Ron Fedkiw of Stanford University, were on hand to receive their awards. 
 
For the second year in a row, ILM projects have taken two of the three Academy nominations for 
Best Visual Effects. ILMsÕ John Knoll and Hal Hickel are nominated for Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s End and Scott Farrar, Scott Benza and Russell Earl are nominated for 
Transformers. 
 
About Industrial Light & Magic 
Industrial Light &  Magic is a Lucasfilm Ltd. company serving the digital needs of the entertainment industry for 
visual effects. ILM has been awarded 15 Academy Awards¨  for Best Visual Effects and received 20 Scientific and 
Technical Achievement Awards. 
 
About Lucasfilm 
Lucasfilm Ltd. is one of the worldÕs leading film and entertainment companies. Founded by George Lucas in 1971, 
it is a privately held, fully integrated entertainment company.  In addition to its motion-picture and television 
production operations, the companyÕs global businesses include Industrial Light & Magic and Skywalker Sound; 
Lucasfilm Animation; Lucasfilm Animation Singapore; LucasArts Entertainment; Lucas Licensing and Lucas 
Online.  LucasfilmÕs feature f ilms have won 19 Oscars and its television projects have won 12 Emmy Awards. 
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